Ashmoor Hockey Club player Alf Dinnie made his debut for the Wales under 16 team over the Easter weekend in a 3-Test series against Scotland under 16s. To gain International selection Alf’s journey began with initial trials at the Welsh Institute of Sport back in the autumn. He impressed and was invited back for further assessments in December, and from this was chosen for a larger training squad who have been together for the early part of 2010. Two weeks ago he was told that he was in the 18-strong squad for the Scottish tests and was understandably delighted. 
Alf was named in the starting 11 in their first match, which Wales won 2 – 0 with two second half goals. In the second test the Scots took an early lead and increased it to 2 – 0 before the interval, but Dinnie played his part in a spirited second half comeback which saw Wales take the match 3 – 2 in a thrilling turn around. This effectively gave Wales an unassailable 2 – 0 test series lead. In the final match Alf was one of only 3 players to play the whole 70 minutes and the coach congratulated him on his mature performance. The Scots were determined to avoid a series ‘whitewash’ and were very fired up. Two short corner goals once again gave them a 2 – 0 lead, but it was almost ‘déjà vu’ as Wales staged a great comeback once again. Despite pulling a goal back and dominating the second half, the Wales team could not find the equaliser they deserved and the game finished 2 -1 to Scotland. 

Alf began playing as a junior at Ashmoor when the Club started in 2003. He has progressed through the junior ranks, playing at U11, U13, U15 and this season was a key member of the Club U16 team who reached the last 16 of the National Cup for the first time ever. Along with a number of other young players, Alf broke into Ashmoor’s senior 1st team squad, and has gained experience playing in the men’s team who finished in their highest ever league placing – 4th in South Division 1, and also reached the Devon Cup semis. He plays his school hockey at South Dartmoor Community College, now one of the top hockey schools in the Country, and was a member of their National Indoor Hockey Finals team who finished 5th in England. After the Easter break he will be busy representing the school at the National Schools Outdoor finals as one of the top 10 schools in the Country, before further Internationals against England and a trip to face Belgium.     

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



